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To citar American Friends in Panama ,

In order to relieve the tedium of our, perhaps pro-
tracted stay in this, to as strange land, sure entitle d
by the peaplc, institutions and language so dissimila r
to our own—s few Americans have undertaken thi s
publication : Having embarked in a common object ,
the em ération to what seems to promise to be the E l
Dorado of the World, our interests are identica

l and we believe that whatever of news, infor ndion t o
future emigrants, or local matters we may find to place
in our columns, must be alike interest~pg to thos e
who are already here, to those who may hereafter ar-
rive, and to those especially whom we hnvo left be-
hind, anxiously expecting news of ' our post tiuo, com-
fort and welfare .

We therefore embark in our agreeable undertaking,
confident in your support, and-desirous to afford to all ,
the means of temporary telief from the munotomy o f
our situation—and for this purpose we shall be glad t o
receive any hints or information that may be considere d
of sufficient interest to either of the classes of person s
named above, to warrant publication here .

We congratulate our American Fellow Citizens o n
their safe progress thus far on their way to (Ike "pro .
raised land," and we trust that much of happiness an d
prosperity may be the'lol of all, and as large a shar e
of the good things of this world as may be desirabl e
for them to possess consiAcudy with a due sense of the
Value of wealth, as a means of good, rather than b e
mere gratification of the appetite or propensities o f
man .

With these remarks we present ourselves to ou r
friends, asking only that a far allowance be made fo r
the peculiarity of our position here, an excuse for an y
omission that may occur in our first number .

The bnrque Philadelphia left on the 7th-inst, with
about can hundred and tbirty passengers for Sa n
Francisco .

blany-ofthe passengers by the steamer Isthmu s
were among the number .

A~ "V give below a translation of a Proclamatio n
issued hero by Gen . Smith, prior to his sailing fo r
Califiania . It created some considerable discussio n
at the time t f its appearance, and public - sentimen t
is still somewhat divided upon the subject .—Wo
publish it without comment :

[Translated from the Panameito, beb . 11 .
Win. Nelson, Esq ., Consul of the United (States, a t

Panama, Sir :-

The laws of the United States impose numerou s
and severe penalties upon those who unlawfully oc-
cupy the public lands . As nothing can be more u n
just and unmeasurable titan for persons not citizen s
of the United States to direct their companies in pur-
suit and to dig the gold found in California, or land s
belonging to the American government, and as suc h
conduct i s in direct violation of the laws, it will h e
my duty immediately upon arrival Imre, to put , thes e
laws in force to prevent any infe tion I creof, and in
future to punish those whd violate them with the ful l
penalties prescribed therein .

As the existence of these laws is probably unknow n
to many who contemplate proceeding to California, I
have deemed ii,properto promulgate, akadnessthere-
of , and of my intention to enforce them against al l
tbuso who do not hold citizenship in the Unite d
States .

Your position as Consul here, and conttuuaicalio n
with our Consuls on the Coasts of South America ,
render you the most suitable organ to disseminate thi s
information, and I therefore request your services fo r
the promotion of this object .

With sincere respect ,
I am your obedient servant ,

PERSIFER P. SMITIi,
(Major Gen . U . S . A ., Comd'g

Pacific Military Division .

Arrivals .
Steamers Falcon and Crescent City with two Brf a

and a Barque from New York, one Brig from Phila-
delphia, and two from New Orleans, with about on e
thousand passengers irr'afd¡ have arrived at Chagre s
within the last few days . It is supposed thére are
about fifteen hundred persons now on the Isthmu s
waiting for vessels .

The California .—The Steamer California left
hero on the 31st of January, with about four .lumdied
passengers for San Exanrisco .

Caution to Emigronrs.—I\losl of the preserve d
meals bought by the emigrants in New York are en-
tirely spuiled and unfit for use .
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shield them from. insult or danger, our most pleasan t
duly .

7 . The Army -ond A-avy of the United States.
—'the reputation and glory of both ere dear to ever y
pntri,4.ic American . ilk.y tliey never bn placed in th u
keeping of incompetent hands, rind never want friend s
to sm lain them .

S. the Press .—Wherever the . energy and indnmi .
table enterprise of the American printer fi nd thei r
way, darkness is soon dispelled by the beaming of n
0 Star . "

9 . The Gocernor• of Panama —Respected and es •
teemed by those who pass through his domain .

10TheSar Spangled Balmer :
" Around the G obe, through every clime ,
Where commerce wtdis, or mail path trod ,
It floats aloft, ucsinined by crime ,
But hallowed by heroic bluodl '

11 . Our relations with Foreign Nations.—Askin gnothing that is not' clearly right, and submitting t o
nothing that is wrong .

t2 . Education.—The only safeguard of our na-
fiennl inAilutions . The only sure foundation of ou r
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( dommunitation : )

WrteaeAe, The under signed passengers in th e
Crescent City, from New York to Chagres have bee n
sul .¡ected to gnat imposition, disappunrlmeot, dela y
and expense in their voyage frmdt New York and (runs •
it acre. s the Isthmus, and having also suffered front
misrepresents lion with regard to the Jacilities of pro •
ceeding from Panama to California, they f e el that the y
can only accompliaó a duty to their cocnlry,,,en and
effect justice toward themselves dud the several agent s
of the nhuve Steamer, by a true and thorough exposi-
tion of the facts .

	

I
First . The age.ute And owners in New York, repr e

settled that the Steamer 11 Oros" enu:d proceed to Gor-
gona OR the Chaeres River, and that the whole expens e
of reaching Panenn would not exceed $20 to $25

In reply, we assert that the r ' Orti could onl y
proceed IS miles, or one ihi :d the distance to Gorgo-
na, and that the expense of leaching Ponamd for taro
per .ou and 300 pounds of baggage is not las tha n
$45, and in sotneinstances $60—and of this expens e
$1 each was exacted to land passengers by the officers
of the Steamer at Chagres .

Second . The agents and owners represented tha t
they had been iufmmed that the Blilish Steamers had
placed their relay vessels on the "route f mn'P .na is to
San Francisco, and that their would be little or no dif.
ficulty in obtaining vessels at Patterns . The vayage
from Panama to San Francisco in sailing vessels wa s
staled to occupy 25 to 30 days .

In reply we assent, That the British Steamers d o
not run to San Francisco end their Consul inform s
ur that no orders have been received to place any of
their vessels on the route . In regard to the voyage
in •ailing vessels, the agents of the American Steamer s
In Panama, now slate that it occupies 50 to 70 davit ,
and they in conjunction with the American Consul re–
fuse to facilitate our voyage in any other vessels—tha n
their own steamers, and ju .lifying the same on a pla n
of duly to the uwneis .

\1'o desire also to male it known that there are no w
ur.wards of one thousand passengers upon theJlstli-
mus in transit and awalting , passage from peasant, i n
the vessels which may chance to arrive at that port ,
that like cumber is increased by daily arrivals at Cha-
g!ess, that only a.sarall pmtiuu of the whole have tirk-
et, for the Sleame,s . and theta, is but one vessel ( a
brig) now at Panama which is full . The above state-
ment is vourhed for by the uudersig tied saw cungre-
gated ut this village, awaitíuG tho arival of part o f
their baggage and their tran .itiomto Pace o,a ; the stat e
of affair ., at thq latter putt having been ascertained by
a committee seat forw .rd by the passengers who hav e
returned to this place and made their report .

GILBERT A . GRANT,
GEE . W. TArLUR ,
JAMES C. ZABRISKIE ,
EDWARD WARREN ,

GEORGE 11 . Buc ELY ,
Coinmittetroj the 6'rrscen! City ,

And two hundred passengers un buurd Crescent City.
Gorgona, Feb . 10, 1S49.

To the Public .
N'a ask our patrons nod the public to excuse ili a

appearance of our first number. We bAve Leon c•nm-
pclled to puhh,,h, under circum.tanceA if much diffi-
culty, which,we hope in some u ;easure to obviate by
ilia next publicut ou day,

(Communication . )

Crosslifig the Isthmus.
Messrs : Editors:—Yon have asked me to detai l

my experience in crossin, ilia . Isthmussfor the infor-
inntion of our Gdends at home, and I proceed to cons . .
ply with your request .

I arrived at Chagres on TuesdAy eveniné, 13111 .
February on board ilia Steamer Falcon . The nex t
morning ilia Oros tunic nlong side, and an aTange •
moot being made to that effect a portion of the pas-
sengers with their baggage were transferred to her du- '
ring the day, and on Thursday morning we éet ou t
up'the Chagres River . Some delay at Chagres, 'do-
t.ined .us until about noon; when we prucecd,4 o n
our way, and during the afternoon attained about 16
miles v?hen we laid still for the night, and ilia nex t
warning went six miles further, which prove,l to b e
the ,exttnt of Steamboat navigation for lite present, tit a
water being law . During the rainy senson Ca l nin
Tucker thinks he can run to . Gorgtsmq which I ver y
much dOtlbL . I any as well say here that the Wit s
speculation is ebnsideied here a C,ilure:' The boat-ii '
tuts large, , draws loo much water, and the cast of pro •
cecdid up the River is qether incre ;-sed (ban diunin-
ished, and if there happens to be a press of pa>sen .
gets no lime is saved . In our case there were the
passengers of four vessels competing for canoes a t
Ch-grea, and the price of transporuniun from thenc e
to Gurgorm u'as increased to from 10 to Ilidollars a
passenger, besides freight on ' extra luggage :

We had Lowed up ilia river 13 canoes, into whic h
part of our passengers were transferred in parties of .
from two to six persons—to send off those who re •
mained, . we had W depend "on tlloso canoes whic h
came down from Gutgana, and our progress was con•
seque,itly slow enough The result was (hat I r e
munied un buurd three days, paying board at ilia rate .
two dollar ; per day, and then' availed myself o f
file oppo,ItUnity 01' coining oil with (be . mail car .
tier, by which arrangement I came directl y
through to Panama, , leaving sane two hundre d
passengers of -G .ngona aw:ntag for mules . At that
place there ate uuly about 150 available tattles t o
transport the pnssengers, freight and luggage of ablau t
800 passengers from the four vessels ; and as only 5lÍ u r
75 can be forwarded daily your readers may jud, c
with what facility they can be delivered here . The
greatest porlimn of the baggage is buwever, sent for .
ward on the backs of the natives . I'Iwy can carry '
front 100 t0 150 pounds each, and will go throug h
front Gurguna to Panama in all about 20 hours ratin g
one night on the way, but they are almost exhausted
wdh the labor of transporting (he great quantity o f
freight drat has crossed the Lthaus, and sthis will ren-
dennF the more ddlicult for those .who are to follow its .

I ant agreeably disappointed in the result of ey ex •
perience in making this . dreaded passage—perhips be -
cause I b rad pictured' to mysaf ' a much more terribl e
nf',ir, but the weather was line and the roRds dry,bu t
I experienced little or none if lhi hard,hip 1 was led
to anticipn(e : The river C_hag-ess is one of the fines t
I ever aw—the banks are high and covered with ili a
must beautiful and greatest variety of tropical trees,
and it needs nulling but ilia Laud of muo¡ to mak e
proper cleatiogs and cultivate ' therm to render i t
wholly umg,pionclnible in luvelmess . It varies in . .
wid,h front 50 to 160 yards, and is a clenr and'beauti •
ful water, unobaructed by branches of trees . The
only oholucaoul are enegs and bare which could be



removed at a small expense, and then there would b e
a clear stream from Chagres to Gorgona, and in th e
wet season from six . to twenty feet deep .

After leaving the Steamboat, we began to experienc e
the hardships of our passage : Our canoe was of m e
dium size carrying three persons, and poled by three
naked negroes—we were obliged to sit in one positio n
on the bottom which made it very fatiguing Afte r
going about 6 miles the canoe was run ashore, and th e
negroes made a fire and cooked their meal, while w e
partook of oars from the provision we had brough t
along ; after which we laid down open the enud beac h
wrépped in our blankets ; with a Irg for a pillow . The
surrounding woods were musical with the noise of th e
monkeys, the cries of parrots and other birds, whic h
were continued all night. The next morning we ea t
out again and arrived al Gorgona. on Sunderthe 19t h
about I o'clock .

(To be Continued )

(Communication . )

MESSRS . EDITORS: I nnderstand there will b e
published in your paper a copy of the proclamation o f
Gen . Persifor F . Smith, dec Sting that none bu t
American citizens can dig or work at our gold mine s
in California . Perhaps by some of our adopted citi-
zens in the United Stales may not be approved of —
but all our countrymen in California and those o n
the mad bound to the . Gold regions will, if true t o
themselves, support our government to the last ex-
tremity, in carrying out so just n law ; fur after the
toil, expense nod misery we pass through to get to th e
"old regions, we are not willing to .be overrun by th e
outcasts of the world, who, if permitted, wool . selec t
the beet spots, and- leave us the refuse . I f foreigners
come, let theta till the soil, and make roads or do an y
other work that may suit them, and they may becom e
prosperous¡ .but the, gold mines were. preserved by n o.
ture for Americans only, who possese noble hearts an d
are willing to share with their feilayr man more tita n
any other. race of men on earth I but still they do no t
with to give all . I ask of them who have left thei r
homes—their comfort&, their wives and children an d
other dear relatives, if They would be wiling to shar e
all the hopes with . the millions that might be shippe d
front the four quarters of this -globe? I will answe r
for them, and say no . We will share our interest i n
the gold mines with none bill American citizens . .

J . A. K .

Arrivals at Paumma, on the 15111 lust.

J . F. Little, Me. ; G . Hubbard, N.H ; F. Billings ,
G. E. Browd, E . J. Harrison, T. Huling, -A . H. Put ,
ter, B . B . .Spencet, S F. Parker, Vt . ;'Jeho Caldwell,
D. W. Noson, S. Snow, T. Meyer, 0 . IV:,Dickinsón ,
E. Warne, J . s¿ . Robinson, T . P. Shaw, J . R . Bassett ,
D. W. Madison, D . E. Edwards, C . Nutting, T . 1) .
Sargent, J . Miller, Maas: ; G . Terrell, M . Sperry, L C .
Northrup, D . Wright, E. Hull, E. Thompson, G . F .
ldutchkisn, Con ; J . S . Silva, A Ludlam, D. Van Pelt,
J . Simonson ; W . Barger, J. Wood, J. Z. Wébb, J . A—
ston, C . Van Pelt, C. Silva, S . J . Reed, G. BI inby, W.
Wittlesy, E. Hunan, J . A . Meldrum, J . Q. Packard, B .
\V. Beno, F . Shuland, G. P. Jenkins, W . A . Buffum,
\V. T. Flower, R . Beeman, J . McManus; W . W. Bid -
ley, \V . \I . 1Votson, A J . Mnrrel, J . 11 . Pierson, R. J .
Canfield, A . A. Heryell, T . P. Everett, W . K . Millor,
R. Beinan, L. J . Miller, J . V. Dunham, R . G. Keefer ,
V. Emmiti, C . A. Gurley, J . D. North, J . L . Marion,

Dr. J . S . Cameron, .1 : A. C . Rice, 1V. C. Jewett ,
Lady and Servant, S . R . St . John, li . Randolph, G. P .
Close, E . Laflan and Servant, J . W. Baldwin, 11 . \Vhee .
ler, IV . A . Buffum, H; Leisewich, \V . 11 . Ganible, \V .
Hedges, F . Collin, \\', De La P . Cagigoa, F. De L a
Penny Cng gun, J . R . Jacoby, J'. B . Tod, H . P
Randolph, G . P . Clore, J. St . John, IV . H. Liffan, F.
Jamey, P . P. Cowen, E. Fnwlér, P. Culhan, J ; S .
Cornwell, J . Ba ne, N . Porter, V . C. Snyder, J. Her.
ring, A . B . Frazer .A. 13, igge, A . Bbrguet, %V . Cohee. ,
W . . Culver, L . J . Milliman, C . Schermerhorn, D . J .
Whiting, J . D. Goofrey, J . Smith, T. Hutchinson, C .
Hudson, W . 11 . Maxwell, S . K. Hunrie, D. C . Smith ;
N. York ; %V . Prescott, Dr. Forman, A. Stoddard ,
E . H . Colby, G. A . Grant, Dj . 1V . F . Peabody, E . B .
Vreeland, J . Labe, J . Cowell, Dr . L . Crane, \\' . Jim-
ersor., D. L. \Vhite, B . Simmons, lady and servant ,
Dr : M. B . Halsted, B . S . Gates . D . Logan, Dr.'Dbnan ;
1) . C. U . Crain, D .C. ; Dr . IV. E. J . Sholinglon, N .C . ;
A . Powell, C. Miller, M . Freemont, T. P. Everitt, R .
H. Al . Kane, D. N . Crane, J. D. S, .uthgrd, T : T.
Johnson, C . \V . . Conte, J. Barry, W. Keating, W . 13 .
Van Dyke, Mo. ; J. R. Bother, N . O . ; R. Au,tin ,
Tenn . ; J . J . Biri, W. P. Kelly, J . N. Silvers, F. J.
Maguire, F. D. Almida, J. Brunner, W. W. Caldwell ,
N .Y . ; Col. J. C. Zabliskic, Capt . G. Taylor . L.
Taylor, Mr. Runk—,'N.J . ; R . S . . HAister, J . S. Bind -
ford, C . L' . . Cook, It . S . . Eaton, J . r . O. hlera, A. Q .
Roberts, A . J . Averill, III . ; B. D. Horn, Mo.; T. Ho.
vey, Mr, \Veed ae.d eon ; W. W. Montgomery¡ N . 0. ;
M . Grim, B . Eldnd,e, Md . ; S. K. Nurse, O. Knowl-
ton, P. Freer, M . Van .Drea•er, A ; V . Burns, G . \V .
Jacobs, R . D. Hart, H . At . True, C E . Hurt, T-C.
Childs, J . L : Hemstead, N .Y ;, E, D. Keys, U .S.A . ;
L. Teese, Sen . ; L. Tease, jr . ; J . F . Giffii, S . P . Ludlow ,
A. B. Ludlow, Col, J . %V . Geary, lady and child, J . P .
Haven¡}V. H. McKinley, A . McKnley, J . Mathiot, A .
S . Hubbs, E . Moser, F. J : Sh b,ult, A. Starr, E . Vos•
burg, Pa .; G. W. Platt,' W . C. Saterford, J . S . Balay ,
\\r . 1' . Shaman, G . Holtébecher, H . Huge, A . C . Brad .
fold, Del .; M . Bradford, All . ; H . Cule, Ohio .

J . B . Burns, T . Grant, %V. F. Cusham, H. Hagen-
boser, F. Rice, W . Lover ing, G. H. How.r d, \V. 11 .
Hickork, J, . H . Cleaves, F. Bush, Jr . ; L . E. Trusdell,
J . Miller, L . Marble, J . Stedman, Mass . ; J. C . Swan ,
W F De Jocgh, R I ; F F Randolph, J F Bachman, tV
Tindall, J G Kessler, A Kessler, C W Kinsey, C La .
wall, S Carey, Phoenix Mioiog•Company of Easton, Pa .

J B Bidlemon, S K Henarie, W O Chapman, H
Hunt I Cwyell .

All persons whose names are not published in .thi s
paper, will appear in our next number by leaving the m
at the Califamin ltest urnrt ,

SW- The steamer Oregon arrived last evening .

Notice .
The undersigned proprietors of the California Res-

taurant offer their establishment to their friends her e
and to Americans passing through this city . The
quality and style of their accommodations has neve r
been equalled in this country, and they trust to con .
tinue to merit. the patrouago of the travelling public o f
both-continents .
f24 tf.

	

MENDEZ &PAREDES.

French Hotel.
BY EUGENIO FRIQUE.

PANAMA .
Panama: Printing Office of Joseph Angel Santos ,

by Joseph Maria Bermudez—1849.

REPRODUCTION OF IST . ISSUE OF THE "PANAMA STAR" (SLIGHTLY REDUCED IN SIZE) .

COMPLIMENTS OF THE STAR & HERALD TO ITS READERS
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